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Throughout much of the history of the United States, agriculture and
education have been closely related. During the decades when most
Americans lived on farms or in small towns, students often did farm chores
before and after school. Indeed, the school year was determined by
planting, cultivating, and harvesting schedules. Old school books are full
of agricultural references and examples because farming and farm animals
were a familiar part of nearly every child�s life.

In the 1920s, 30s and 40s, as the farm population shrank and
agricultural emphasis decreased in school books and educational
materials, educators focused on agriculture as an occupational specialty,
rather than an integral part of every student�s life. Agriculture
education was mainly offered to those few students wanting to make
a career of agriculture.

In 1981, at the invitation of the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
representatives of agricultural groups and educators came to a meeting
in Washington, D.C. to discuss agricultural literacy. A national task
force was selected from this group. Representation came from
agriculture, business, education, and government agencies, some of
whom were already conducting educational programs in agriculture.

As a result, in 1981 the USDA established Ag in the Classroom,
which has the endorsement of all living former Secretaries of
Agriculture, the National Association of State Departments of
Agriculture, the National Conference of States Legislatures, most
of the governors of the states, and major agriculture organizations
and commodity groups. Significant progress has been made through
these partnerships of agriculture, business, education, government
and dedicated volunteers.

The strength of Ag in the Classroom comes from its grassroots
organization and the fact that educators are very much a part of
the movement. Giant strides have been made since 1981. Ag in the
Classroom is regarded as a refreshing and flexible educational program
designed to supplement and enhance the teacher�s existing curriculum.

History of  the National AITC Movement

Courtesy of the
National AITC
Web site:
www.agclassroom.org
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The roots of the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom
reach back to the 1980s when the program was operated through the
California Farm Bureau Federation�s Agricultural Education Program. The
Farm Bureau�s efforts began when San Francisco educators made a request
to the Farm Bureau for an agricultural field trip. This simple request
eventually led to the development of the San Francisco Farm Day in 1980,
when 10 groups of agriculturists from as far away as Fresno traveled with
their farm animals to San Francisco to teach 10,000 students about
agriculture.

The demand for agriculture literacy grew rapidly and, in October of 1986,
the California Farm Bureau established the California Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom to create an entity solely dedicated to
improving the understanding of agriculture. The Foundation is a non-profit,
tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to increase awareness
and understanding of agriculture among California�s educators and students.
The Foundation�s vision is an appreciation of agriculture by all.

The Foundation is funded through voluntary donations from businesses,
organizations, and individuals supportive of agricultural education. The
Foundation�s fundraising efforts include benefit dinner events, an annual
golf benefit, renewal and acquisition letter writing campaigns, and grant
writing.

A major role of the Foundation is to serve as a liaison between the
agriculture industry and education. Through an established network of
educators serving as AITC Ambassadors, the Foundation directly provides
teachers throughout the state with new and useful resource opportunities.
The Foundation�s materials are also made available to County Farm Bureau
Ag Education Committees and other agricultural education programs for use
in local agricultural education projects and activities. The success of Ag in
the Classroom comes from its grassroots efforts�local and statewide
groups cooperating to benefit education and agriculture.

The Foundation works closely with its Educational Resource Committee
(ERC) to ensure that educators receive sound, educational, high-quality and
unbiased resources. The 100-member committee, made up of agriculturists
and educators, meet one to two times per year. Subcommittees of the ERC
review all materials before they are included in our programs.

California�s AITC History
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Bill Pauli � Chairman of the Board
Braren-Pauli & Redwood
Valley Cellars
12507 Hawn Creek Road
Potter Valley, CA  95469

Franklin Adams
Farmers Insurance Group
10850 Lowell Drive
Overland Park, KS 66210

Martha L. Deichler
Vista Square Elementary School
540 G Street
Chula Vista, CA 91910

Norm Groot
Monrovia
Post Office Box 1385
Azusa, CA  91702-1385

Debbie Jacobsen
J & L Vineyards
426 West Adams
Fresno, CA  93706

Douglas W. Mosebar
Gainey Ranch
260 North Refugio Road
Santa Ynez, CA  93460

Jane Roberti
Post Office Box 917
Loyalton, CA 96118

Jim Tudor
State Compensation
Insurance Fund
1275 Market Street
San Francisco, CA  94103

Paul J. Wenger
Wenger Ranch
4267 Beckwith Road
Modesto, CA  95358

CFCFCFCFCFAITAITAITAITAITC BoarC BoarC BoarC BoarC Board ofd ofd ofd ofd of  Dir Dir Dir Dir Directorectorectorectorectorsssss



www.cfaitc.org                      56 2002

Judy Culbertson Program Development and Administration
Executive Director Oversight
jculbertson@cfbf.com

Margaret Anderson Cream of the Crop, Web Site Oversight,
Communication Grantwriting
Coordinator
manderson@cfbf.com

Pamela Emery Instructional Materials Development,
Curriculum Specialist Teacher Resource Guide, Educational
pemery@cfbf.com Resource Committee

Caryl Henderson Fundraising, Special Events, Communication,
Development Director Promotion
chenderson@cfbf.com

Lyn Hyatt Office and Database Administration
Office Manager
lhyatt@cfbf.com

Renee Hyatt Web site Design and Maintenance
Web site Coordinator
rhyatt@cfbf.com

Dena Krumwide AITC Conference, Regional Teacher
Program Coordinator Programs, Newspapers in Education,
dkrumwide@cfbf.com Promotion and News Media Contact

Imelda Pickering Program and Office Administration
Program Assistant Assistance
ipickering@cfbf.com

Patricia Stever County Support Services, University Student
Program Coordinator Teacher Program, Imagine this� Story
pstever@cfbf.com Writing Contest, AITC Ambassadors

CFCFCFCFCFAITAITAITAITAITC StafC StafC StafC StafC Staffffff  Member Member Member Member Membersssss
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CFAITC Educational Resource Committee

Cathey Anderson
28107 N. Lake Wohlford Road
Valley Center, CA 92082

Kelley Arakelian
The Fresno Bee
1626 E Street
Fresno, CA 93786

Vanessa Arellano
California Department of
Food and Agriculture
1220 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Jim Aschwanden
California Agricultural
Teachers Association
1100 N Street, Suite 1-D
Sacramento, CA 95814

Deborah Beall
California Department of Education
Nutrition Education and Training Unit
560 J Street, Suite 270
Sacramento, CA 95814

Don Borges
7587 Patterson Road
Oakdale, CA 95361

Troy Bowers
San Joaquin Fair
1658 South Airport Way
Stockton, CA 95206

Francine Bradley, Ph.D.
UCCE
University of California, Davis
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616

Marilyn Briggs
California Department of Education
Nutrition Services Division
721 Capitol Mall
Sacramento, CA 95814

Katy Brooks
California Department of Health Services
Cancer Prevention and Nutrition  Program
601 North 7th Street MS 662
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320

Amy Cage
Bates Elementary School
Post Office Box 308
Courtland, CA 95615

Tonja Cargill
King Avenue Elementary
630 King Avenue
Yuba City, CA 95991

Glen Casey
Cal Poly State University,
San Luis Obispo
Agricultural Education Department
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407

Mary Ceaser
Department of Water Resources,
S. District
770 Fairmont Avenue, Suite 102
Glendale, CA 91203-1035

Lorraine Clark
San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau
651 Tank Farm Road
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401-7002

Evelyn Cook
Heidrick Ag History Center
1962 Hays Lane
Woodland, CA 95776

Larry Cooper
California Department of
Food and Agriculture
1220 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Daniel D�Agostini
Barry Elementary School
1255 Barry Road
Yuba City, CA 95991
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CFAITC Educational Resource Committee (cont.)

Judy Davis
2091 Via Laura
Jamul, CA 91935

Jerry Delsol
Modesto Junior College
435 College Avenue
Modesto, CA 95350

Dan Desmond
DANR-Statewide 4-H
University of California, Davis
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616-8575

Elmer Eckart
1570 Brandywine Road
San Mateo, CA 94402

Pat English
DANR-Statewide 4-H
University of California, Davis
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616-8575

Rick Foell
Helena Chemical Company
7576 N. Ingram Avenue #101
Fresno, CA 93711-6102

Terry Gage
California Agricultural Aircraft
Association
1404 B Flightline Drive
Lincoln, CA 95648

Nick Garcia
California Pork Producers Association
Post Office Box 1800
Atascadero, CA 93423

Sandra Gist-Langiano
24596 Road 148
Tulare, CA 93274

Susan Gloeckler
UC Jr. Master Gardening Program
669 County Square Drive, Suite 100
Ventura, CA 93003

Debbie Goff Calvo
Alliance for Food and Farming
10866 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 550
Los Angeles, CA 90024

Loretta Gonzales
Post Office Box 1171
San Gabriel, CA 91776

Linda Hansen
19760 W. Floral
San Joaquin, CA 93660

Nancy Harris
K.J. Nancraft
Post Office Box 802
Hughson, CA 95326

Bret Harrison
MESA Ag Initiative
Cal Poly State University, Bldg. 10
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407

Brenda Hastings
1201 Kirsten Circle
Tulare, CA 93274

Joan Hemsted
17330 Auction Yard Road
Cottonwood, CA 96022

Alex Hess
Orange County Fair and Exposition
88 Fair Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Bob Heuvel
California Department of Education
Agricultural Education Unit
721 Capitol Mall, 4th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
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CFAITC Educational Resource Committee (cont.)

Lisa Hokholt
San Francisco Urban Team
USDA NRCS
630 Sansome Street, Room 749
San Francisco, CA 94111

Lucy Jackson
USDA Food and Nutrition Services
550 Kearny Street, Room 400
San Francisco, CA 94108

Debbie Jacobsen
426 West Adams
Fresno, CA 93706

Mike Jarman
Manchester GATE Elementary
2305 E. Dakota
Fresno, CA 93726-4001

Linda Kay
Dairy Council of California
1101 National Drive, Suite B
Sacramento, CA 95834

Jean Kennedy
Holmes Junior High School
1220 Drexel Drive
Davis, CA 95616

Mary Kimball
FARMS Leadership Program
5265 Putah Creek Road
Winters, CA 95694

Judith A. Kjelstrom, Ph.D.
Biotechnology Program
University of California, Davis
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616

Sheri Klittich
U.C. Hansen Trust
14292 W. Telegraph Road
Santa Paula, CA 93060

Nonnie Korten
LA Science Center- Monlux
6155 Bellaire Avenue
North Hollywood, CA 91606

Mary A. Landau
330 East Las Flores Drive
Altadena, CA 91001

Jean Landeen
1327 Buckeye Lane
Davis, CA 95616

Martin Lemon
Monsanto Company
2240 Douglas Boulevard, Suite 260
Roseville, CA 95661

Jennifer Lombardi
California Plant Health Association
1801 I Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ross MacDonald, Ph.D.
California Food and Fiber Futures
Project
University of California, Davis
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616

Ron Macedo
4424 Silva Road
Turlock, CA 95380

Erin Machado
Heritage Learning Complex
Post Office Box 1475
Tulare, CA 93274

Joe Martinez
9505 Martinez Lane
Winters, CA 95694

Heather Morrison



www.cfaitc.org                      60 2002

CFAITC Educational Resource Committee (cont.)

NorCal SAF
Forestry Institute for Teachers
13297 La Barr Meadows Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949

Sharon Nance, Ph.D.
USDA NRCS
4974 E. Clinton Way, Suite 114
Fresno, CA 93727

Edele Norman
565 Silverado
Manteca, CA 95337

Donica O�Laughlin
Durham Elementary
Post Office Box 700
Durham, CA 95938

Crystal Olson
CSU, Sacramento
6000 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95819-6079

Peggy Perry, Ph.D.
Center for Garden-Based Education
Cal Poly State University, Pomona
3801 West Temple Avenue
Pomona, CA 91768

Carla Peterson
Sonoma County Farm Bureau
970 Piner Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Panna M. Putnam
Yolo County Office of Education
1240 Harter Avenue
Woodland, CA 95776-6106
Connie Quinlan
Monterey County Agricultural Education
Foundation
Post Office Box 7461
Spreckles, CA 93962

Deanne Repetto
Talk About Trees
4201 New Wagon Ridge Road
Placerville, CA 95667

Elizabeth Rhodes
Sacramento Educational Cable
Consortium
3780 Rosin Court, Suite 150
Sacramento, CA 95834

Doni Rosasco
16002 Highway 108
Jamestown, CA 95327

Jeff Sachini
Davis Lay, Inc.
1601 Cummins Drive, Suite H
Modesto, CA 95358

Walt Shaw
Infinity Broadcasting
5244 Madison Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95841

Jan Sherbo
The Agricultural Network
Post Office Box 19897
Sacramento, CA 95819

Roger Sitkin
Post Office Box 989
Linden, CA 95236

Denise Skidmore
Hilmar Cheese Company
9001 North Lander Avenue
Hilmar, CA 95324
Steve Slakey
La Puente High School
Ag Department
15615 East Nelson Avenue
La Puente, CA 91744
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CFAITC Educational Resource Committee (cont.)

Linda Stine
Fresh Produce and Floral Council
6301 Beach Boulevard, Suite 150
Buena Park, CA 90621

Karen Sweet
California Cattlewomen Association
12233 N. Flynn Road
Livermore, CA 94550-9227

Deborah Tamannaie
California Department of Education
Nutrition Education and Training Unit
560 J Street, Suite 270
Sacramento, CA 95814

Susana Taylor
27007 Parkside Drive
Hayward, CA 94542-2041

Lonna Torrico
1169 East Kelso Avenue
Fresno, CA 93720

Laura Tower
17265 East Highway 4
Stockton, CA 95215-9720

KarenBeth Traiger
1031 Mt. Darwin Drive
San Jose, CA 95120

Mike Wade
California Farm Water Coalition
717 K Street, Suite 510
Sacramento, CA 95814

Gil Walker
800 Donner Way
Woodland, CA 95776

Sue Wallace
8807 Starlite Drive
Bishop, CA 93514

Laura Walter
USDA Food and Nutrition Services
550 Kearny Street, Room 400
San Francisco, CA 94108

Suzanne Weisker
Will C. Wood High School
998 Marshall Road
Vacaville, CA 95688

Pat Welty
620 Becket Lane
Woodland, CA 95695

Judy Wheatley
Water Education Foundation
717 K Street, Suite 317
Sacramento, CA 95814

Jack Wick
California Association of Nurserymen
3947 Lennane Drive, Suite 150
Sacramento, CA 95834

Janette Yribarren
Cotton Inc. California Support
 Committee
Post Office Box 55
Tranquillity, CA 93668

Donn Zea
California Forest Products
Commission
853 Lincoln Way, Suite 208
Auburn, CA 95603

Jacki Zediker
7132 E. Louie Road
Montague, CA 96064
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CFAITC Programs and Resources

TTTTTeaceaceaceaceacher Rher Rher Rher Rher Resouresouresouresouresource Guidece Guidece Guidece Guidece Guide
The Teacher Resource Guide is a handy annual 130+ page reference
listing materials to help educators infuse agriculturally-related activities
and projects into their existing classroom curriculum. Many of the
items are available at minimal or no cost. The guide itself is available
in quantity for free to all California educators and others interested.

Commodity & Natural Resource Fact/Activity SheetsCommodity & Natural Resource Fact/Activity SheetsCommodity & Natural Resource Fact/Activity SheetsCommodity & Natural Resource Fact/Activity SheetsCommodity & Natural Resource Fact/Activity Sheets
California fact sheets include information on production, history,
nutrition, top producing counties, and economic values. The activity
sheets provide specific lesson ideas and fun facts for each topic.
Commodities include almonds, artichokes, avocados, beef, citrus
fruits, cling peaches, cut flowers, dairy, dried plums, dry beans,
eggs, fresh carrots, pistachios, pears, processing tomatoes, rice,
table grapes, strawberries, and walnuts. Natural Resource fact
sheets are available on agricultural water, nitrogen, phosphorus,
potassium and forest resources. Complete sets or individual sheets
are free from the Foundation and can be downloaded from the
Web.

Lesson Plans and UnitsLesson Plans and UnitsLesson Plans and UnitsLesson Plans and UnitsLesson Plans and Units
CFAITC lessons and units  have been written, field-tested and reviewed
by educators. Cooperative learning, individual and group problem solving,
and critical thinking activities encourage students to �construct� their
own knowledge about agricultural concepts while developing skills in
science, mathematics, English/language arts, history/social science,
health/nutrition and the visual and performing arts. Several recent revisions
include correlations with current Content Standards for California Public
Schools. Lessons are free for download or available  in hard copy at cost.

RRRRRed Impored Impored Impored Impored Imported Fted Fted Fted Fted Fiririririre Ants � Te Ants � Te Ants � Te Ants � Te Ants � Teaceaceaceaceacher Bookher Bookher Bookher Bookher Booklet let let let let  (limited supply)

This 16-page booklet developed in 2001 provides facts and activities for
teaching children about the Red Imported Fire Ant, a potentially dangerous
and destructive insect to the people, animals, and plants of California.
Developed in partnership with the California Department of Food and
Agriculture and available for free from both agencies, this teacher guide
includes student activities, safety tips and lesson ideas.
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CrCrCrCrCream ofeam ofeam ofeam ofeam of  the Cr the Cr the Cr the Cr the Cropopopopop  Ne  Ne  Ne  Ne  Newsletterwsletterwsletterwsletterwsletter
Over 42,500 copies are distributed twice annually to educators, Agriculture in
the Classroom volunteers, and others interested in agriculture literacy. This
eight-page newsletter is filled with AITC news, features and teacher resources.
Contact CFAITC to be added to our mailing list at no cost.

Ambassador PrAmbassador PrAmbassador PrAmbassador PrAmbassador Progogogogogrrrrramamamamam
An AITC Ambassador is a teacher/representative who has volunteered
to act as a liaison between Ag in the Classroom (AITC), their local
school(s) or other organizations. The Ambassador helps AITC distribute
information about agricultural education programs and resources to
others interested in learning more about agriculture literacy. This
includes distributing Cream of the Crop newsletters and maintaining a
resource file of materials provided by the Foundation and its sponsors.

 AITC Conference
The annual statewide conference draws over 400 participants � both
educators and volunteers in ag literacy. The goal is to underscore the
value of exposing students to agriculture�s worth in a non-agricultural
society, and to provide tools for teaching about it at all grade levels.
Participants receive bushels of resources and tons of ideas to help
young people understand just how agriculture is linked to their lives. A
strong emphasis is placed on infusing agriculture into existing curriculum
to meet state content standards. Conference is held annually in October -
location changes each year.

What�s Growin� on in California?
This 16-page Newspapers in Education supplement is filled with activities for
teachers and students and includes hot links to interactive Web sites, fun
facts, and activities using math, science, history and language arts concepts
all focusing on agriculture as a theme. A great resource for county Farm
Bureaus and volunteer committees to share at county fairs, ag/farm day
events, summer seminars and with schools in their county.

 

AITC
Ambassador

 AITC Conference

CFAITC Programs and Resources
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CFAITC Programs and Resources

UnivUnivUnivUnivUnivererererersity Student Tsity Student Tsity Student Tsity Student Tsity Student Teaceaceaceaceacher Prher Prher Prher Prher Progogogogogrrrrramamamamam
USTP workshops are offered at no cost to college credential programs and
are designed to introduce student teachers to agriculture literacy and its
many possibilities in today�s classroom.
Workshops provide examples of:

�   Lesson plans with agricultural themes for subjects already being
taught at elementary and secondary levels

�   Classroom applications of ag awareness activities
�   Teacher-developed, field-tested materials and lesson plans

A USTP Presenter can meet with a class of student teachers of any
size for any length of time and presentations can be tailored to
emphasize specific curricular focuses.

Imagine this� Story Writing Contest
Imagine this . . . a statewide story writing contest for children in
grades 3-8, links agriculture and education in a way which supports
both language and fine arts. Students write agriculturally-themed
stories in one of three grade categories 3-4, 5-6, and 7-8 and
submit them for regional selection. At the state level first and second
place essays are selected from each regional winning category, but
that�s not the end of it!

The winning stories are distributed to Sacramento-area high school art
departments, where students create illustrations for each story. They
learn the art of animation and create the graphics used in the
production of an Imagine this . . . video. High school students
involved in dramatic arts personalize the stories by providing voices for
the characters. The 40-minute video, when complete, features each winning
story plus clips from interviews with the winning authors and their teachers
and a behind the scenes look at the making of the video The video is unveiled
each year in March during National Agriculture Week at a celebration
honoring the authors, artists, narrators, and their teachers.
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County Support Services

The following is a summation of services and support that each
county may utilize throughout the year while working on Agriculture
in the Classroom projects and activities. Please contact the
Foundation any time we can be of assistance.

Agricultural Education Assistance Funds
Up to $1,000 per county annually to enhance agricultural education
activities, and an additional $300 per county in CFAITC resource
materials/inventory items.

County Agricultural Literacy Program Development
CFAITC hosts regional meetings and works with individual counties
to share and plan education activities, which provide an opportunity
for county Farm Bureau members and leaders to be involved with
schools and educators in their area.

Educational Resources
CFAITC provides educational resources to educators, public and
private schools, county Farm Bureaus, local AITC programs, UC
Cooperative Extension Offices and County Offices of Education to
help ensure that agricultural themes are integrated into every
classroom.  CFAITC offers educator friendly materials for free or
low cost to anyone interested in agricultural literacy.

California Agriculture in the Classroom Conference
Counties are encouraged to take an active role in the annual
conference by supporting teachers from their county to attend,
offering scholarships and travel funds for representatives from
their county, and by participating in outreach opportunities during
the conference such as educational booths and displays.

County Summer Agricultural Seminar/Farm Day Support
In addition to resources, CFAITC provides support for the planning
and implementation of Summer Agricultural Seminars and Ag/Farm
Days. Foundation staff attend numerous planning meetings and
strive to participate in as many of the approximately 22 annual
County Summer Agricultural Seminars as possible.
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AITC Ambassador Program
The Foundation works with County AITC programs to maintain a
current database of AITC Ambassadors. The AITC Ambassador
program provides both CFAITC and the county AITC committee
with direct links to the classroom and is an important component to
state and county activities.

County Visits
CFAITC staff are committed to increasing the communication and
personal contacts with county Farm Bureau leaders and members,
staff and AITC volunteers.  Please do not hesitate to invite a
CFAITC staff member out to your county and involve them in your
local efforts. We are here to help make your efforts easier and
to enhance the work you are doing to promote agriculture literacy.

County Support Services
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California Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom

2002 County Agriculture in the Classroom Guide
Evaluation Form

Once you have had the opportunity to use this binder, please take a few
moments to complete this evaluation form. This guide is intended to help
you make Agriculture in the Classroom possible in your county. Please let
us know if we have met this goal. We value your opinions.

Please answer the following questions:                       (1-needs improvement, 2-3-satisfactory, 4-excellent)

1. Includes information I can use. 1 2 3 4

2. Information is easy to locate within the Guide. 1 2 3 4

3. Information was current and correct. 1 2 3 4

4. Templates and samples were useful. 1 2 3 4

Additional Comments:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail this completed evaluation to:
CFAITC

Attn: Tricia Stever
2300 River Plaza Drive
Sacramento, CA 95833

Name _______________________________  County _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

(Optional) (Optional)


